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Previous to this site visit, I have been on a few site visits to tunnels that were part of a new highway system, but never
truly appreciated the scope and scale of an entire highway construction project. At the Takatsuki Interchange site, it was
very interesting for me to see more aspects of highway construction, and realize the huge scale such projects entail.
Additionally, I noticed that for projects spanning over such a wide area, different challenges arise due to differences and

changes in the site conditions. Thank you to NEXCO for taking time out of their busy day to show us around. (Lewis)

On October 4th, I had a great opportunity to visit the construction site of tunnel and expressway connecting between Kobe
and Nagoya with professor Kimura and lab students. This construction site is already about to complete, and they have left
only the part of road pavement as the last stage of construction. From this site visit, I was personally very impressed that
they have adapted the advanced technologies, installed into the tunnel, such as the movable robotic camera and LED light
tracking the vehicles passing through the tunnel, in order to improve the safety of environment of driving the vehicles in the

tunnel. (Kim)

On the 4th October 2017, we visited the construction site of Shin-Meishin Expressway, linking Nagoya and Kobe. The
location for our visit is in Takatsuki-shi. Most of the tunnels are already constructed. I was impressed by the lighting devices
and real-time monitoring system in the new tunnels. In case of emergency such as fire, the light in the tunnel would turn
into red from green. Real-time monitoring is done by the automatic moving camera. I enjoy this site visit very much, as |

learn new design and technology in construction of tunnels. (Li)



I observed the new construction techniques of installing a smart remote camera inside a tunnel which can be controlled to
capture the interior part of the tunnel in case of motor or fire accident. I found this technology interesting and innovative.
It was an amazing experience for me because it is the first time that I observe that kind of construction technique in tunnels
Finally, I must say I was impressed with the safety level on site regarding the enclosure of the construction site by a 2m high
fence to prevent wild animals like antelopes and monkeys from approaching and disturbing or causing accidents during or

after working hours. (Teshounkong)

This site visit has been a great opportunity for me to see how civil engineering constructions are managed in Japan. The
complexity of this project have required a team work of human resources of various expertise. I have been impressed by the
number of devices and technology which equipped this highway. Also I realized that it was a great idea to add some led
coloring light to assist drivers and give them information about the security of tunnels. This idea will reduce the number of
accident due to the crowding or due to a third party incident. [ am grateful to the staff of the company who made this visit

possible. (Sawadogo)
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